
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

When school is out ...nature is IN! 
Thanks to Woodcock’s newest educator, Sam Nunes (third from left), kids from 

Kindergarten through 8th grade can now participate in after-school programs that take 
them beyond the classroom and into the forest. Kids can also look forward to spending 
their vacation days in the woods of Woodcock, from Columbus Day & Election Day to 

winter and spring break! Visit our website for information. 

Did you hear? Our fall Where the Wild Things Run 5k and Kids Fun Run 

welcomed nearly 200 runners of all ages in support of the nature center. Thank 
you to all our volunteers as well as sponsors Outdoors Sports Center, Ridgefield 
Pediatrics, Ridgefield Running Company, Nature’s Temptations,  
Steve’s Bagels and Boxed Water. 

Play all day 
When mother nature threw us a curveball and a huge section of our white 
pine tree destroyed a portion of our playground area last March, we took  

advantage of the opportunity to re-envision our play space. We’re partnering 
with Graywoods Design on a new custom-built structure which will include a 
climbing platform and natural play elements made from materials collected 

from the Woodcock preserve. Thank you to Horseshoe Farm in Ridgefield for  
building new fencing around the structure, Trassig for providing advice on 

safety regulations and the Town of Ridgefield and Weston Arborists  
for removing the remainder of the damaged white pines.  

Your generous donations help to make this exciting playground renovation 
possible. Visit our website for regular construction updates! 

 

WINTER 2018 NEWS 

 

We’ve been busy!   Did you know…?  

 We doubled the impact of our summer camp scholarship program this summer. 

  Thanks to the efforts of Director of Education Sarah Breznen, every 4th grader in  
Ridgefield came to Woodcock to study our vernal pools and every 3rd grader in Wilton  
visited to learn about tree identification. 

 100 high school boys from Brunswick School in Greenwich spent a work day  
making improvements around our grounds this fall and Eagle Scout Andrew 
Breitenbach built us an amazing fitness trail! 

 Our educators are active in our communities, volunteering with the Wilton  
Free Play Task Force, Wilton Go Green, Ridgefield Action Committee for the  
Environment, Wilton’s “Zero Waste” in the schools initiative and more. 

We’re not stopping there! Check out what else is happening around Woodcock! 

 Already thinking about summer? 

Camp registration opens in February. 
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Support us today at  woodcocknaturecenter.org 

Thank you…  
Amadeo Family, Brunswick School, Fairfield County Bank, Holland & Knight,  
Horseshoe Farm, Oaklawn Foundation, Outdoor Sports Center, Ridgefield  
Pediatrics, Ridgefield Rotary, Ridgefield Fresh Air Association, Robert  
Schumann Foundation, Ridgefield Thrift Shop, UTAS Helping Hands Fund, 
Wadsworth Russell Lewis Trust Fund, Wilton Garden Club, and the Anne S.  
Richardson Fund. Special thanks all to all our scouts, the National Charity League 
volunteers, Sarah and Bernard Bouïssou, Doug and Betsy Thompson, Dave Kaye 
and all of our Under the Harvest Moon fall fundraiser volunteers and donors! 

Wreath Festival Family Day 
Saturday, December 8th from 10 - 4 pm     
Make a beautiful balsam holiday wreath with the whole family!  
Large groups, please notify us in advance.  
Hot cocoa and cookies served!  $45 per wreath; pay at the event. 

Make some tracks with us  

January 26 at 10 am during a  

free guided hike on our preserve. 

 

 

Animal Update: 
Welcome Rocco, the 
african ball python to 
our family of  
animal ambassadors. 

Hikes, Hops & Hooty (21 and over only) 
Thursday, March 21 at 7 pm 
Gather by the fire for a hearty bite to eat and some beer. We'll set out on the trails  
in search of owls and learn more about birds of prey before having an unforgettable  
encounter with Hooty, our amazing Great Horned Owl.  
$40 per person; registration required. 

 
 

Mommy & Me Makes Magic.  
 

“It's such a wonderful way to teach our little ones how amazing 
the outdoors are and how special each animal is.” ꟷ Kate M. 
 

Woodcock’s wildly popular Mommy & Me and the Natural World 
lays an important foundation for environmental education among 
our youngest nature lovers. Educator Jennifer Bradshaw created this 
unique community for toddlers and their caregivers just last year. 
Families now look forward to exploring the natural world each week 
through nature walks, animal encounters, stories, and art projects.  

Winter registration is available our website.  

Conservation Commission 
With partners like the Norwalk River Watershed 

Association, Wilton Land Trust, Wilton and Ridgefield 
Garden Clubs and the Ridgefield Conservation 

Commission, we continue double our impact by 
bringing the community together for free events 

such as library talks, workshops, clean-up days and 
ongoing efforts to promote, grow and sustain the 

Pollinator Pathway launched in 2017.  
Visit our website for event updates. 

 

Save 183 Ridgefield Road 

We’re working with the Wilton Land Conservation 
Trust on their efforts to acquire and develop 

programming on this 13-acre meadow.  
Woodcock is one of three partners tapped to make 

use of the land for public benefit once it’s been 
secured. Learn more at wiltonlandtrust.org 


